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INTRODUCING OUR NEW CHAIR 
J.P. Northrop has been the 

Technical Sales Represen-

tative and Specialist for An-

ton Paar for over six years. He 

is responsible for sales and 

assists the technical support 

group throughout the Mid-

Atlantic and Northeastern 

United States primarily focus-

ing on the beverage and 

chemical production indus-

tries.  

Prior to Anton Paar, J.P. 

worked as a technical sales 

rep for Shimadzu Scientific as 

well as (Teledyne) Isco, Inc. 

Before Isco, he worked  

in the lab as a medicinal 

chemist for the Metabolic 

Diseases Group of Bristol-

Myers Squibb in Hopewell, 

NJ. 

J.P. has an ACS-certified 

Bachelor's Degree in Polymer 

Chemistry from The College 

of William and Mary in Vir-

ginia (1996). He has a Mas-

terôs Degree in Organic 

Chemistry from the Universi-

ty of Delaware (1999) as well 

as a Masterôs of Business 

Administration in Finance 

from the Fox School of Busi-

ness, Temple University, 

Pennsylvania (2004).  

In addition to the ACS, J.P. is 

a member of the Master 

Brewers Association of the 

Americas and has presented 

many papers, posters and 

talks to both organizations 

over the years. He has been 

married to his wife, Katrina, 

for 11 years and they live 

with their two sons, Rafe 

(three years old) and Gage (6 

months) in North Wales, PA. 

In his spare time, he enjoys 

working in his basement 

wood workshop and ñre-

searchingò craft breweries for 

his employer. 

2012 Philadelphia Section Award 

Marisa Kozlowski of the University of Pennsylvania Department of Chemistry receiving the award 
plaque from J.P. Northrop (l), chair of the Awards Committee, with Rick Ewing (r), Section Chair. 
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From  

The  

Chair 

 

J.P. Northrop 

It was with trepidation that I 

agreed to run for Chair-Elect 

of the Board of Directors last 

year. At that time, my family 

was expecting our second 

child and, needless to say, I 

had some serious concerns 

about the time that the added 

obligations would entail. Now 

I sit at my desk writing my 

first ñFrom the Chairò column 

with my four-month-old in 

one arm as I type with the 

other handé Like each of 

you, I have multiple commit-

ments that pull me in multiple 

directions. I, like you, also 

only have 24 hours in a day, 

but dedicating some of that 

time to the ACS is important. 

We all spend good money 

maintaining our membership 

with the Society. Letôs start to 

get something more than 

C&EN and JACS out of it. 

Letôs use our membership to 

network, drive interest in fu-

ture generations, and use our 

collective voices to help all 

chemists in our region. With 

many of us putting in a bit of 

effort, we can have a huge 

impact on our region. 

What kind of work can be 

done? Where do our efforts 

make an impact? In which ar-

eas can you volunteer?  Thatôs 

easy: 

¶ Judging Science Fairs/Post-

er Sessions ï The ACS Phil-

adelphia Section has multi-

ple science fairs and poster 

sessions throughout the 

year. Judges are often need-

ed and volunteers to assist 

during the program itself. 

The first of these poster ses-

sions will be the Under-

graduate Poster Session at 

Drexel University on 

Thursday, February 21
st
. 

¶ PAGESÊ ï Philadelphia 

Area Girls Enjoying Science 

ï This program specifically 

encourages young girls in 

grades 5 through 7. Mini -

conferences are held twice a 

year and volunteers are al-

ways needed. 

¶ Career Services Division ï  

Quarterly networking events 

and biannual workshops 

help our members learn new 

skills and develop their net-

works. Speakers for work-

shops are always needed.  

¶ Philadelphia Science Fest-

ival ï This weekend fair on 

the Parkway is a great way 

to get local people interested 

in science, especially kids. 

They love to paint with 

shaving cream, make self-

inflating balloons, etc. Vol-

unteers are needed to assist 

during the one-day event. 

All of these programs and 

many others have been going 

on for years. Most of them are 

run by the same dedicated 

(small) group of people. A bit 

of effort on our membershipôs 

part could have a huge impact 

on our members and chemists 

(including future chemists). If 

even just 1% of our 5,201 

members became more active, 

it would mean over 50 new 

people helping the ACS Phil-

adelphia Section become a 

more influential and active 

organization in our local area.  

Every little bit helps and I am 

calling on each of us to spend 

a few minutes this next month 

volunteering and helping. I 

look forward to seeing and 

hearing from members as the 

year progresses and please do 

not hesitate to contact me di-

rectly if you have any com-

ments. 

J.P. Northrop 

john.northrop@anton-

paar.com 

(215) 287-0208 - cell

mailto:john.northrop@anton-paar.com
mailto:john.northrop@anton-paar.com
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JANUARY MEETING  
 

 

THE PHILADELPHIA SECTION,  

AMERICAN CHEM ICAL SOCIETY  

 
presents 

 

Michael H. Tunick, PhD 

Agricultural Research Service 

US Department of Agriculture 

 

Molecules to Mozzarella: The Chemistry of Cheese 
 

Thursday, January 17, 2013 

 

6:00 PM 
 

Temple University 
North Broad Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19122 

 

Details will be on the website at http://philadelphia sites.acs.org 

 

Cheese and hors dôoeuvres by DiBruno Brothers 
  

Reservations Required: cost: $25.00; $13 for students with ID 

 

 

RESERVATIONS should be made by calling Mrs. Libby Harper at the Section Office, (215) 382-1589, by 

5:00 PM on Thursday, January 10
th

.  Cancellations, if necessary, cannot be accepted after NOON on Tues-

day, January 15
th

.  UNCANCELLED RESERVATIONS WILL BE BILLED.  

PARKING : Is available in lot #7 on Norris Street between 11
th
 and 12

th
 for $6.  

See: http://temple.edu/sites/temple/files/uploads/documents/TUMain_map.pdf 

There is a SEPTA train station 2-3 blocks from Beury Hall between Norris and Berks Streets. 

The Board of Directors will meet at 4:00 PM in Room 404, Beury Hall.  

http://temple.edu/sites/temple/files/uploads/documents/TUMain_map.pdf
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SPEAKERôS ABSTRACT AND BIOGRAPHY 

 

Dr. Michael H. Tunick  

US Department of Agriculture, Eastern Regional Research Center, Wyndmoor, PA 

Molecules to Mozzarella: The Chemistry of Cheese 

Abstract:  Coagulation of milk, removal of whey, and ripening are all required in making 

cheese, and chemistry is involved in each step. This talk describes the procedure from raw milk 

to final product, and illustrates the differences between cheese types, including the development 

of the many flavors in cheese.  

Biography: Dr. Michael H. Tunick received a BS 

in Chemistry from Drexel University in 1977. As 

an undergraduate, he was a student trainee at the 

Eastern Regional Research Center of the US De-

partment of Agriculture in Wyndmoor, PA, and 

worked on cocoa butter substitutes from beef tal-

low. He was hired as a chemist after graduation 

and performed research on treatment of leather 

tannery waste with the Hides and Leather Labora-

tory until 1983, when he was transferred to what 

is now the Dairy and Functional Foods Research 

Unit. He pursued a PhD in Physical-Analytical 

Chemistry on a part-time basis during this period, 

receiving the degree from Temple University in 

1985. He became a research chemist in that year 

and has been involved in a number of projects, 

including detection of mislabeled cheese, devel-

opment of low-fat Mozzarella for the National 

School Lunch Program, and research on Hispanic 

cheeses and extruded whey proteins. He is cur-

rently looking at bioavailability of active com-

pounds in milk and is also investigating com-

pounds in milk from cows fed conventionally and 

on pasture. He is Secretary and Past Chair of the 

American Chemical Societyôs Division of Agri-

cultural and Food Chemistry.  
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NEWS ATOMSðAlan Warren 
 

Andrew Rappe, Professor of Chemistry at the University of Pennsylvania received a grant to 

study solar cells, along with Pennôs Peter Davies and Drexel Universityôs Jonathan Spanier. 

David Christianson, Penn Professor of Chemistry and Chemical Biology, received the 2013 

Repligen award for contributions to the field of chemistry of biological processes. The award is 

administered by the ACS Division of Biological Chemistry. 

 

Pennôs Assistant Professor of Chemistry James Petersson received a National Science Founda-

tion CAREER award. The program rewards early career development activities of teacher-

scholars who integrate research and education. 

 

Another Assistant Professor of Chemistry at Penn, Joseph Subotnik, received a 2012 Packard 

Fellowship for science and engineering. The fellowship, over five years, will support his work 

on the dynamics of electron and energy transfer. 

 

DEATHS 

James A. Branegan, Jr. November 15, 2011 at age 98. He retired from Welding Engineers af-

ter 22 years service. He was a 74-year member of ACS. 

 

John J. Nedwick, retired research chemist, February 15, 2012 at 90. He joined Rohm and Haas 

in 1947 and worked on high pressure polymerization of acetylene and ethylene, and process de-

velopment of agricultural chemicals. He retired in 1985. Nedwick was a 60+ year member of 

ACS. 

 

Charles Bernard Dale, retired chemical engineer, July 12
th
 at 91. Born in Hanover, Germany, 

he completed his education in the US and enjoyed a 25-year career with the US Navy where he 

worked on ballistics safety. He was a 65-year member of ACS.  

 

Barry Stieglitz , retired senior research associate at DuPont, August 18 at 92. 

 

Alec E. Kelley, retired professor of chemistry, approx. 89 (date of death unknown). He co-

authored papers on fluorine compounds and diazo compounds. He was a 65+ year member of 

ACS. 

 

Larry R. Taylor , retired analytical chemist, August 19
 th

 at 64. He worked for Arco Chemical 

and then AstraZeneca. He also worked for Jacquette Consulting. He was active in the Boy 

Scouts and was also an avid marathon runner. 
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Robert Wynne, retired chemist, August 13
th
 at 87. He joined Atlantic Refining in 1950 and re-

tired from Arco in 1986. He was a 55-year member of ACS. 

 

Richard H. Lins , retired chemist, October 14
th
 at 89. He was employed by Rohm and Haas. 

 

Suzanne Peterson Varimbi, retired chemistry professor, November 9
th
 at 76. She taught at 

Rosemont College from 1966 until her retirement in 2011. 

 

 

  

 
DELAWARE VALLEY SCIENCE FAIRS 

 

The Delaware Valley Science Fairs will be coming up before you 
know it. Judges and mentors are always needed. Check the web-
site www.dvsf.org for more information and to volunteer.  

 

http://www.dvsf.org/


mailto:PhilaACS@aol.com
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